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September 22, 2003

TO: Paul Jepson, Integrated Plant Protection Center

FROM: Jed Colquhoun, Extension Weed Specialist

RE: Request for pesticide use in commodities for the remainder of 2003

Paul:

I have reviewed the list of 54 active ingredients under consideration in the Washington Toxics Coalition case.  I have responded only for the area in which I have expertise: herbicides used in agronomic crops in Oregon.  Several of these herbicides are also important tools in the horticultural and nursery crops.

There are two very important points that are not considered in the table below:

1) The requested information was for the remainder of 2003, however, the majority of agronomic crops are perennial (mint, grass seed, hay, clover, alfalfa, etc.).  These crops have or will be planted in fall 2003, but might not be treated with one of the listed herbicides until spring 2004.  Therefore, the decision to grow a particular crop has been made with the assumption that the weed control tools will be available next year.  Most importantly, winter and early spring herbicide use are often most critical to a successful crop, and this use period will bridge the 2003 – 2004 calendar years.

2) Several of the listed herbicides are extremely important for invasive weed management in non-cropland areas adjacent to agronomic crop production.  I would suggest that these uses be considered strongly, particularly in weighing the environmental and ecological risk of habitat loss due to invasive weeds.

Please let me know if I can provide further information or clarification.

Sincerely,

Jed Colquhoun

List of “54” Late 2003 Needed Uses in Oregon: Herbicides only in agronomic crops

	Herbicide
	Common uses1
	Need through remainder of 20032
	Primary use timing in remainder of 2003

	2,4-D
	Grass seed, pasture, wheat
	Effective and economical control of broadleaf weeds
	Through December (into 2004)

	Alachlor
	
	
	

	Atrazine
	
	
	

	Bensulide
	Onion
	Pre-emergence grass and broadleaf weed control
	Through October

	Bentazon
	Alfalfa seed, clover seed, mint
	Limited use in Fall 2003, will be used in 2004
	

	Bromoxynil
	Alfalfa, garlic, grass seed, mint, oat, onion, triticale, wheat
	Used to control difficult broadleaf weeds, such as common groundsel
	Through December (into 2004)

	Dicamba
	Grass hay, grass seed, pasture, wheat
	Effective and economical control of broadleaf weeds
	Through December (into 2004)

	Dichlobenil
	
	
	

	Diuron
	Alfalfa, grass seed, mint, red clover, triticale, wheat
	Important as a pre-emergence or early post-emergence tool to control grass weeds in several crops
	Through December (into 2004)

	Linuron
	
	
	

	Metolachlor
	Grass seed
	Provides pre-emergence control of fall-germinating grass weeds
	Through December (into 2004)

	Metribuzin
	Alfalfa, grass seed, wheat
	Important for control of difficult grass weeds, as well as in a management program for herbicide-resistant annual bluegrass
	Through December (into 2004)

	Molinate
	
	
	

	Norflurazon
	Alfalfa, hops
	Pre-emergence control of broadleaf and grass weeds
	Through November

	Oryzalin
	
	
	

	Oxyfluorfen
	Grass seed, mint, onion
	Controls numerous grass and broadleaf weeds in fall applications
	Through December (into 2004)

	Paraquat
	Alfalfa, clover, garlic, hops, mint, pasture
	Controls several difficult weeds in early-winter applications
	Through December (into 2004)

	Pebulate
	
	
	

	Pendimethalin
	Alfalfa seed, carrot seed, clover seed, garlic, grass seed, mint (Sec. 18), onion
	Provides pre-emergence control of several grass and broadleaf weeds.  Section 18 label in mint for emergency control of redroot pigweed and kochia
	Through December (into 2004)

	Prometryn
	Carrot seed
	Grass and broadleaf weed control
	

	Simazine
	
	
	

	Tebuthiuron
	
	
	


	Terbacil
	Alfalfa, grass seed, mint
	Fall or early-winter application controls several grass and broadleaf weeds
	Through December (into 2004)

	Thiobencarb
	
	
	

	Triallate
	Triticale, wheat
	
	

	Triclopyr
	Grass hay, pasture
	Controls several difficult broadleaf weeds in hay and pasture
	Through December (into 2004)

	Trifluralin
	Alfalfa, hops, mint, onion
	Pre-emergence applications control grass and broadleaf weeds
	Through November


1 This list is not inclusive of all crops with registered uses, but includes the most common uses in agronomic crops for the remainder of 2003.

2 Several of these crops will or have been planted in Fall 2003, but will not be treated until early in 2004 and harvested in summer 2004.  Therefore, while the herbicides may not necessarily be used in the remainder of 2003, they are likely to be necessary in spring 2004 to produce a crop.
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