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United States Department of Agriculture

Research, Education and Economics

Agricultural Research Service

December 16, 2002

The USDA-ARS invites proposals for funding through the Northwest Nursery Crop Research Center (NNCRC).  The Center funds research that addresses problems limiting production in the Pacific Northwest nursery industry and aligns with the research mission of the USDA-ARS.  Research areas of interest include: 

•
Development of integrated pest management systems

•
Biology, etiology, and epidemiology of plant diseases, particularly those caused by Pseudomonas syringae and Phytophthora spp. 

•
Biological, cultural or other novel methods for management of insect pests and plant diseases.

•
Basic research involving hormones, pheromones, kairomones, or diseases of species of Otiorhynchous, thrips, or mites

•
Improved methods for detection of soilborne pests or pathogens of nursery crops in the Pacific Northwest

•
Impact of temperature stress on root growth and function in container grown crops

•
Cultural practices that influence root turnover and regeneration in bareroot and container production

•
Physiological and production related research on adventitious rooting in woody perennials and native plants

•
Acclimation of tissue culture plantlets

•
Nutrient and water use efficiency in container grown crops.

•
Fertilizer application methods for minimizing use and runoff.

•
Weed biology and control

•
Production related research on establishment and function of mycorrhizal symbioses

AWARDS:  The maximum amount of funding that will be allocated for a project in any one year is $30,000. Funds from these awards cannot be used for equipment purchases, but can be used for expenses related to personnel, supplies, travel, etc. Projects can be funded in three different ways:

1) A project lasting for one year may receive funds up to $30,000.  All the funds are used in a single year.

2) A multiyear project with the total award equaling $30,000 may receive the entire amount in the first year of the project.  For example, at the researcher's discretion, a two year $30,000 project could expend $15,000 per year, or $20,000 the first year and $10,000 the second, etc.

3) A multiyear project is eligible for up to $30,000 per year (up to $90,000 total), but the PI(s) must reapply for funds each year and there is no guarantee that the proposal will be funded in subsequent years.

REPORTS:  Principal Investigators (PIs) for each project will be required to submit a written annual report to ARS by July 15 of each year of the funding period.  ARS will make research reports available to the industry and the public through the ARS website (http:www.nps.ars.usda.gov/). 

DEADLINE:  Proposals must be received on or before March 3, 2003.

SUBMISSION:  Submit one signed original and five copies of the proposal to:

Ms. Stefani Morgan

Program Support Assistant

USDA/ARS, Horticultural Crops Research Laboratory

3420 N.W. Orchard Ave.

Corvallis, OR 97330

PROPOSAL FORMAT:  The proposal should consist of the following components:

1.
Application for Funding (Form ARS-403, attached)

2.
Summary Page (1 page)


•
Title


•
Principal Investigator (s): name, postal address, telephone/fax number, email address


•
Summary of project


•
Significance to industry

3.
Proposed Research (5 page maximum, including tables and figures, 12-point font)


•
Review of literature


•
Justification of the project in relation to the needs and priorities of the nursery industry


•
Project objectives


•
Research plan including methods and time line

4.
References

5.
Biographical sketch of investigator(s) (two page maximum) listing publications documenting relevant expertise.

6.
Budget (Form ARS-454, attached) (Cooperator contributions can include the portion of the PI salary contributed to this project)

7.
Letters of collaboration (if applicable) from each collaborator including individuals or organizations involved in "on farm" trials.
8.
Current and pending federal financial assistance support (ARS-408, attached)

9.
Research Assurance Statement (ARS-411, attached)

PROPOSAL REVIEW: Proposals will be reviewed by the using the following criteria:

1.
Scientific merit of the proposal.

2.
Relevance of the proposal to the nursery industry priorities and needs.

3.
Expertise of the scientists involved (i.e., their training, experience, and accomplishments relative to the proposed area of nursery crop research).

4.
Appropriateness of the requested funding relative to the scope of the project.

5.
Likelihood of success within time frame.

For proposals that receive similar ranking by these criteria, preference will be given to projects that received funding from the NNCRC in 2002.

QUESTIONS:

Please direct questions about the program scope and proposal review to Dr. Scott Cameron, USDA-ARS, National Program Leader (301-504-5912, email: jsc@ars.usda.gov).  Please direct questions about proposal preparation and submission to Ms. Stefani Morgan (541-750-8765, morgaste@onid.orst.edu).
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