DRAFT NEEDS ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR PESTICIDE SAFETY TRAINING

Need to determine six things:  1) Most needed topics for recertification classes, 2) what the demand is for pre-license classes vs. recertification classes, 3) challenges and possibilities of increasing interactive training methods, 4) language challenges for non-native English speakers, 5) feasibility of a “Trainer Preparation” (TP) program (for Hispanic workers, and/or Community College Instructors, Extension Faculty, Commercial Ag, etc.), and 6) how people see the relationship between IPM instruction and pesticide training.

1.  Contact WSDA and WSU regarding recent needs assessments they may have conducted, as well as their TP efforts.  If they exist, get copies of survey instruments and results.

2.  Meet informally with key extension faculty around the state:

· Discuss their needs and concerns regarding pesticide recertification and pre-license training.

· Ask them to put me in touch with key growers to talk about the same, as well as worker meetings/interviews.

· Discuss benefits/drawbacks of increasing interactive methods with different clientele (growers, commercial applicators, Spanish-speaking private applicators, etc.)

· Discuss ideas and possibilities for a targeted TP program

3.  Meet one-on-one with key growers and industry representatives:

Cover same topics above, as well as conducting informal group meetings (semi-structured interviews) in Spanish with Hispanic applicators and aspiring applicators regarding their pesticide training wants/needs/concerns.

4.  Conduct informal meetings with Hispanic applicators and aspiring applicators.

5.  Based on the above, design/implement questionnaire for extensionists which lists all Core Competencies as well as suggested non-core topics for recertification classes, and also includes any other issues that emerged from above discussions and meetings.

Note:  Only design questionnaire for Hispanic workers if outcome of informal meetings suggests it would be useful.
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