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Phytophthora ramorum is the causal agent of Sudden Oak Death (SOD) in forests in California and Curry Co., Oregon.  In the last year, the pathogen was also detected in a few west coast nurseries on rhododendron, camellia, viburnum, and pieris.  This spring, it was discovered that hundreds of thousands of infected plants had been shipped from two California nurseries to 18 states.  Infected rhododendrons in Maryland were also traced back to a nursery in Columbia Co., Oregon.  The Oregon Dept. of Agriculture (ODA) announced an emergency quarantine on Columbia Co. nursery stock and potting media, preventing movement of known hosts out of the county.

Last month, in anticipation that the US Department of Agriculture could impose a state-wide quarantine, ODA implemented requirements for inspection and testing of all Oregon nurseries within 60 days.  Nurseries selling host and associated host material must meet stringent legal requirements to be in compliance with the regulations.  A Federal quarantine, limiting exports of Oregon nursery stock, could still be imposed if additional nurseries are found infested with P. ramorum.

Emergency Funding:  In June OSU College of Agricultural Sciences (CAS) faculty and administrators met to develop a strategy for mobilizing resources and coordinating activities among University research and extension personnel, Oregon agencies, and affected commodity groups.  This group identified funding needs for research, diagnostic services, and extension.  In response, CAS provided $50,000 in emergency funds to support research by a faculty member -- Jennifer Parke -- on P. ramorum in nursery crops.  While this will help in the near term, more funding will be needed.

Website:  OSU also launched a new website <http://extension.oregonstate.edu/emergency/oak_death.php> to help inform clientele groups about P. ramorum and provide links to University expertise.

Workshops:  OSU has organized four workshops (July 21 & 28) at the N. Willamette Experiment Station to train nursery personnel on the biology, diagnosis, and detection of P. ramorum on nursery crops.  Additional workshops are planned in Spanish, and in other locations throughout the state as needed.  Master Gardeners will receive training on Aug. 5 in Corvallis.

Nursery guide: OSU produced  “Phytophthora ramorum: a guide for Washington nurseries” for publication and distribution by the Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association (WSNLA).  The publication is a companion to OSU Extension Publication EM 8840, “Phytophthora ramorum: a guide for Oregon nurseries” published in 2003.  To obtain copies of this guide, contact:  WSNLA, info@wsnla.org <mailto:info@wsnla.org> (1-800-672-7711)

Article:  OSU’s summer 2004 issue of Agricultural Progress contained an article “Sudden impact - quick action helps contain the spread of sudden oak death in Oregon” by Gail Wells.  <http://extension.oregonstate.edu/oap/story.php?S_No=129&storyType=oap&page=1>
Links to Commodity Groups

OSU researchers and extension personnel participated in the Sudden Oak Death Task Force by the Oregon Association of Nurseries, providing input on the proposed temporary rule. 

On June 23, 2004, ODA approved a temporary rule requiring nurseries be inspected, tested, and certified as free from P. ramorum before hosts and associated hosts can be shipped.  The temporary rule was developed with the approval of the Oregon Association of Nurseries.  Christmas tree growers requested a similar certification process, and ODA adopted a temporary rule on July 6, 2004.

University researchers and extension personnel, in cooperation with Oregon nursery growers, are drafting Best Management Practices (BMPs) for prevention of P. ramorum disease in nurseries.  These will be posted on the University website, presented at the training workshops and at a Sudden Oak Death Symposium on Aug. 5 sponsored by the Oregon Association of Nurseries.  The BMPs will be further refined by the Rapid Response multi-state project to serve as a model for managing P. ramorum in other states and on other commodities. 

OSU faculty have participated in various meetings with OAN; these include (Stella Coakley) with Congressman David Wu, OAN members, ODA and APHIS representatives, on Saturday, June 19, in McMinnville. Also in a conference call with OAN on Monday June 21 (Jennifer Parke, Stella Coakley), in which the decision on Inspection, Certification, and Compliance was described. 

The ongoing cooperation between OSU, ODA, APHIS, and USDA/ARS (Corvallis) makes it possible to develop and provide the most effective response effort on behalf of the Oregon nursery industry. Oregon scientists will also be contributing their expertise to the national effort to detect and manage the disease.

National update

OSU plant pathologist Jennifer Parke participated in the national APHIS Sudden Oak Death Science Panel in Raleigh, North Carolina June 28-29, one of about 75 scientists from North America and Europe.  The meeting objective was to compile the best scientific information available in the areas of survey and detection, diagnostics, biology, etiology and epidemiology, control and risk mitigation.  The intent of this effort was to better inform the regulatory process.

P. ramorum does not appear to be widespread in the forest setting except in California and Curry Co., Oregon.  A  2003 USFS survey of three hosts (Quercus, Kalmia, Rhododendron) in 30 sites in seven high risk states in Southeastern U.S. - more than 10,000 leaves - were all negative for P. ramorum.  The USFS survey has been expanded to 35 states in 2004, focusing on forests and nursery perimeters.

Shipments of infected plants from two California nurseries during 2003-March, 2004 resulted in numerous incidents of nursery detections (140 sites in 19 states).  Although some of these infected plants were sold, there is no evidence yet of spread from nursery plants to the natural landscape.

A single red oak tree in a county park in Nassau Co., New York was also found positive for P. ramorum.  Four new plant species Clintonia andrewsiana (Andrew’s clintonia bead lily), Dryopteris arguta (California wood fern), Smilacina racemosa (false Solomon’s seal), and Taxus brevifolia (Pacific yew) were added to the list of associated hosts and all species, hybrids, and cultivars of Camellia are considered hosts.

For further information:  If you would like additional information about OSU activities, please contact Jock Mills (541-737-0725), Stella Coakley (541-737-5264), or Jennifer Parke (541-737-8170). 

