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SITE INSPECTOR

Job Description

Food Alliance engages private contractors to perform on-site evaluations of applicants to our certification program.  Food Alliance has developed evaluation tools to verify on-farm practices and make recommendations for awarding certification. Farmers and ranchers must meet minimum thresholds in four areas: pest and disease management, soil and water conservation, human resource management, and wildlife habitat conservation to become eligible for certification.   

Duties

Site inspectors will have primary responsibility for representing Food Alliance to farm/ranch applicants during on-site inspections. Performance will be directly tied to the inspector’s ability to fairly and accurately evaluate applicants. 

Site inspectors must possess sufficient training and experience to assess all criteria in the evaluation tools, including: 

· Farm Planning and Record Keeping


· Soil/Water Conservation

· Crop Nutrition


· Pesticide Applications

· Integrated Pest Management

· Natural Areas Management


· Weather/Crop Monitoring

· Continuing Education

· Human Resources Management

· Safety Training

Qualifications 

· Work experience of not less than 5 years in a specific cropping/production system. Production system categories used are: Dairy, Tree Fruits, Small Fruits, Vegetables, Livestock, Cereals, and diversified small farms.

· Education in an agricultural discipline. Site inspectors should possess a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in a discipline such as: Horticulture, Agronomy, Animal Science, Soil Science, Plant Science, Range Management, Agricultural Engineering, etc. Work experience can substitute for education and degree requirements. 

· Significant knowledge of sustainable/conservation agriculture management for the specific production systems they will evaluate. 

Skills

Site inspectors must be:

· Able to analyze and clearly document field observations of production practices;

· Able to make unbiased, scientifically-based decisions;

· Able to communicate knowledgeably, clearly and respectfully with applicants; 

· Knowledgeable of agricultural chemicals, their proper storage and application;

· Able to review agricultural (e.g. pesticide spray) records for completeness;

· Able to work independently;

· Able to meet deadlines;

· Able to keep organized and accurate records;

· Willing to travel throughout the specified region, on weekends and evenings when necessary.

Food Alliance certification coordinators will work with the site inspector to schedule and coordinate site evaluations. Upon completion of an evaluation, the site inspector will be required to submit a written report detailing the findings, in a format specified by Food Alliance. Inspectors may also be asked to participate in conference calls to discuss their recommendations and answer questions about their inspection work.

Compensation

The site inspector will bill Food Alliance at an agreed-upon hourly rate for the site inspections, documentation work and travel.  Food Alliance will also reimburse for mileage expenses for inspection related travel, and reasonably priced lodging when necessary.

To Apply

Applicants should submit to Food Alliance a detailed resume and cover letter.  The cover letter should clearly detail: 

1. Production systems the applicant is qualified to inspect.

2. Working experience the applicant has in the specific production systems.

3. Educational background relative to the production system.

4. Experience and education specific to conservation practices and sustainability concepts in agriculture.  
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